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" ' Chateldon !   Fouchtra I*   You'll get in ! '
" I did ! "
Elected ! Elected I The high road was open to him,
but he went along it slowly in the manner of the peasants
of his province. It was as well that he did, for having
strayed down some suspect paths he might have lost his
way before he was in a position to retrace his steps. The
war of 1914 broke out. His name was inscribed in the
famous list Bt that is to say the list of people to be kept
under supervision in the event of international conflict.
He was a deputy. He made no suspicious moves, but he
was one of the extreme Left group, known as the
" Kienthalians " because they had sent a delegation to
Kienthal in Switzerland to discuss at an international
conference the means of compelling the Governments to
make peace without delay.
It was at a moment when war weariness weighed heavily
on the morale of the troops and the people. The Chamber
met in secret session. Pierre Laval took the plunge,
This time his instinct for gauging a situation was at fault.
His speech, one of out and out pacifism, fell flat amid
general disapproval. At the end of the session when he
went out, exhausted, his head bent, he felt himself alone
and perhaps finished. A senior statesman, whose star
had perhaps long haunted his dreams, saw him, took pity
on him and, looking scornfully at his fellow-members who
drew away from Laval as though he had just been struck
down by the plague, went up to him and took him by the
arm.
" Well, my friend, you've made a mistake. It's a bad
moment to get over. You'll have to live it down and not
do it any more. You've got talent, you'll forge ahead
again before long."
They went out together.   That day Pierre Laval was
* Fouchtra is the Auvergnats* usual version of Fichtre t (By
Jove 1) and is therefore sometimes used as a synonym for a native
or for the dialect of Auvergne.